Ofsted Art & Design

2 / The Nature of Art and Design
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Art and design education should be 'intellectually challenging and
o creatively demanding'. It is both a practical and theoretical subject
which is informed by studio practices and academic disciplines.

EYFS to KSS

High-quality practice in the early years develops children's interest
and imagination. These foundations are necessary to be successful in
the future. It is compulsory for pupils to be taught Art in KS1, KS2 and
KS3. This means the content they are taught during this time might be
the only art education some children experience unless they study the
subject at GCSE and beyond. KS4 and KSS5 qualifications can be the
only route into future training and work opportunities within the
creative industry.
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Recent Declines

There have been recent declines in the number of specialist art
teachers training in England. There have also been declines in the
quantity of art education provided to pupils in terms of taught hours, in
both primary and secondary. Limited time for art is unlikely to benefit

pupils.
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The school art curriculum should add the specificity and detail to fulfil =& REG N2 ~
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Domains of Knowledge

Ofsted have conceptualised knowledge in art as three domains:
practical knowledge, theoretical knowledge and disciplinary
knowledge. They do not expect schools to use these terms, but art
curricula should include content for all three because they link to the
aims of the National Curriculum and the wider traditions within art
education. The connections between these bodies of knowledge
should also be taught.

Productive and Receptive Knowledge

Within each domain, knowledge can be categorised as either
productive or receptive. Productive knowledge relates to becoming
proficient in the aspects of art or producing art. Receptive knowledge
relates to pupils learning about the aspects of art, such as being able
to recognise subject-specific vocabulary.

Practical Knowledge

This domain of knowledge relates to pupils' ability to make and create
art. The National Curriculum states that pupils need to be taught how to
draw, paint and sculpt as well as use other techniques. Such techniques
include printmaking, ceramics, creative craft, collage, textiles,
photography, installation, digital and new media, and design and
graphic design. School leaders need to decide which of these areas
they will include in the curriculum and have a sound rationale for this
decision. They also need to ensure the curriculum does not include

these areas in a superficial way.
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